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SERMON 


Biſbop-Stortford School Fraſt. 


PROVERBS iv. 13. 
Take faſt hold of Infiruftion, let her not go; 
keep her, for ſhe is thy Life. 


OLOMON had naturally a high Eſteem 
for Knowledge, as appears from his pre- 
ferring it to Riches, Power, or long Life*, in 
his Petition to God: And from the Praiſes 
he has every where beſtowed upon it in his 
Writings, he ſeems to have held it, if poſ- 
ble, in ſtill higher Eſteem after God had 

ted that Petition, and he was become 
the wiſeſt*, and moſt knowing of all his 
Contemporaries. The Excellency of Know- 


2 1 Kings iii. 9, 10, 11, 1 x Kings iv. 31. 
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ledge (ſays he) is, that it giveth Life to them 
that have it ©: Length of Days is in her Right 
Hand, and in her Left Riches nnd Honor; 
her Ways are Ways of Pleaſanineſs, and all her 
Paths are Peace. She is a Tree of Life to them 
that lay hold upon her; and happy is every one that 
retaineth her. And thus in the Text before us, 
Inſtructiom is thy Life. By which we are to 
underſtand, that Knowledge is of fuch Con- 
ſequence to us, that our Happineſs in a great 
Meaſure depends upon it; for Life, in the 
Scripture Language, as in the Greek and 
Latin, and moſt others, is often taken for 
Happineſs, and to live is to be happy. 

Nor was this Sentiment of the Wiſe- man's 


confined merely to religious Knowledge, 


which, it muſt be confeſſed, he commonly 
ſpeaks of, but 'extended univerſally thro' the 
ſeveral Courſes of true Wiſdom, and Science. 
Fhe original Word in my Text is expreſſive 
oi general Learning, and Erudition. And 
tho' the Jewiſh Nation ſeems to have had 


very little Inclination, in thoſe Days, for 


any Studies beſides that of their Law, and had 


4 Prov. iii. 16, 17, 18. 
NO 
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no ſuch public Schools, and Seminaries for 
them, as are now in Uſe amongſt us; yet 
Solomon was of a more inquiſitive Genius, 
and applied himſelf not only to the ſacred 
Learning of his own Country, but even ex- 
celled the Wiſdom of all the Children of the 
Eat, (among whom Pythagoras is ſaid to 
have been taught) and all the Wiſdom of 
Egypt, that Mother of Arts and Sciences. 
Here then a powerful Argument might be 
drawn in Favor of Learning, and a ſtrong 
Perſuaſive to it, from the confirmed Opinion 
of him, to whom God gave Wiſdom and Un- 
der/tanding exceeding much, and Largeneſs of 
Heart : Which laſt Circumſtance is perhaps 
one of the ſtrongeſt Enforcements of the 
Matter; as it would convince us (were more 
dire& Proofs wanting) that he was ſuperior 
to Prejudice and a vain Conceit of his own 
Talents; and that his Encomiums upon 


It doth not appear from Scripture, that the * Schools 
of the Prophets (the only Schools therein mentioned) were 
applied to ſuch Purpoſes ; but merely to inſtructing Men 
in the Law, and in Piety, together with a competent Skill 
in Muſic for the Performance of public Worſhip. 

f 1 Kings iv. 29, 30. 


#* Vid. Univ. Hiſt. p. 730, 7312 
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Learning were but the Tributes of Judgment 
and Truth. 

But the Excellency of Knowledge reſts not 
on Solomon's Teſtimony alone, for ſhe hath 
at all Times been juſtified of all her Chil- 
dren: And, what is more than can be ſaid of 
any other human Purſuit, the more learned 
Men have been, the greater has been the 
Pleaſure they received from Learning, and 
the more fully have they been ſatisfied of its 
Value. 

It would be eaſy to ſhow in every Inſtance, 
that the Aphoriſm in my Text, if not invari- 
ably true, 1s at leaſt ſo according to the moral 
Probabilities of Things, which is the proper 
Acceptation of ſuch Sentences: And that 
Inſtruction has a natural Tendency to give Life 
or Happineſs. But I ſhall confine myſelf to 
the Benefits of polite Letters, as the moſt ſuit- 
able to the preſent Occaſion. 

And here we cannot help obſerving, that 
this Branch of Knowledge doth as it were 
compriſe and contain many others: as the 
Accounts and Methods of almoſt all Arts, 
and Sciences, are to be found in the Works 


of fine Writers, and good Notions of cach 
| pj may 
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may eaſily be gathered from them. It might 
be added alſo by way of Confirmation, that 
they, who have been moſt eminent in any of 
the learned Profeſſions, have all been great 
Proficients in this way. But there are other 
Circumſtances in its Favor not unworthy your 
Conſideration, which will ſhow what it can 
do, and in what Manner it affects and for- 
wards the main Intereſts of thetf Followers, 
and thereby gives them Life. 

And firſt, it forms, and cheriſhes in the 
Mind the proper Temper, and Diſpoſition 
for Learning; without which it is impoſſible 
to make much Progreſs in any kind of 
Study. 

The more Men are ſkilled in, and ac- 
quainted with this Science, the more their 
Affections, for the moſt Part, turn from the 
Objects of ſenſual, to thoſe of mental Enjoy- 
ment, and a certain Elegance of Sentiment, 
with a true Taſte for Knowledge, is ſeen to 
grow up, and thrive in them. They ſeldom 
lay much Streſs upon ſuch Things as are the 
chict Pleaſures of the illiterate World : And 
nothing is more uſual with them, than to 


apply with great Earneſtneſs to more won 
an 
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and, as it may happen, in their different 
Stations, more uſeful Inſtruction. And this 
is a notable Proof of the Power in Queſtion. 
If it ſhould be ſaid, that this is but the com- 
mon Effect of Knowledge, which naturally 
charms the Soul in whatever Dreſs ſhe 3 
pears, or whatever Shape we court her; 
ſhall not diſpute that Opinion: But in re- 
gard to Young Students, I am much miſ- 
taken, if this Species of it has not a very 
peculiar Advantage in the Eaſe, and Variety 
of its Entertainments, which are moſt apt to 
engage and fix their Attention. 

And at the ſame Time that it thus inclines 
Men towards Knowledge, it is of the utmoſt 
Service to them in the Purſuit, and Advance- 
ment of it; as it enriches their Minds with a 
noble Stock of Ideas, or Materials for ſuch 

oſes. 

No Part of Learning can vie with it in 
this Reſpect, as it is converſant about all 
Sorts of Things. Each Art and Science has 
Ideas proper to itſelf, and which may be 
called its own; and the farther the Mind 
proceeds in any one of them, the more is its 


Stock of that Claſs enlarged : But then theſe 


arc 
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are only particular Additions, and of the 
ſame Sort, tho' continued ever ſo far: Whereas 

lite Letters, by involving ſo many various 
Subjects, afford an inexhauſtible Fund of 
Ideas of every Kind : In them the Artiſt, 
the Philoſopher, the Politician, and the Mo- 
raliſt, all find their reſpective Buſineſs treated 
of, and every Topic of human Enquiry. 
And this makes it expedient for all, but 
more particularly for the ſpeculative Part of 
Mankind, to acquaint themſelves thoroughly 
with them: For it is neceſſary for all Inven- 
tion, or new Diſcoveries of Truth, to have a 
large, and comprehenſive Stock of Materials 
to work with; and the Ideas of different Or- 
ders, in the Diviſion of Sciences, often throw 
a mutual unexpected Light upon each other, 

I might here conſider the good Effects of 
a due Cultivation of Literature, upon religi- 
ous Knowledge; but you all know, and the 
whole Chri/tian World almoſt has experienced 
and been ſatisfied of them. A late noble 
Writer, indeed, has aſſerted (out of Zeal, as he 
ſays, for it) “ that* Chriſtianity, has been up- 
on the Decay, ever ſince the Reſurrection 


s Lord Bol. Letters, &c. Let. v. p. 182, 185. 
« of 
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of Letters ;” but he has not given one Ar- 
ment in Proof of it; unleſs you admit 
(what! he elſewhere ſeems to claim) that 
Chriſtianity and Popery are one and the fame 
Thing, when in fact they are widely diffe- 
rent. But tho Popery has loft Ground ſince 
that Period; tho that Syſtem was unra- 
« yelled, as ſoon as the Means of acquiring 
« and ſpreading Information grew common, 
« which could not have been woven with 
<« Succeſs in any Ages, but thoſe of grols 
«© Ignorance and credulous Superſtition ;” 
yet Chriſtianity has ſuffered no Decay : Or, 
if he will call it one, it is a Decay © which 
has reſtored its original Strength, Purity, and 
Luſtre. In ſhort, the real Fruit of their Re- 
vival is, eſpecially amongſt Us, that the Minds 
of Men are no longer bandaged up, like the 
Bodies of Pygmies, to prevent their Growth, 
but are allowed their natural Freedom and 


Let. v. p. 179, 180. Let. v. p. 206. 
* Qualis ubi in lucem coluber mala gramina paſtus, 
Frigida ſub terra tumidum quem bruma tegebat, 
Nunc poſitis novus exuviis nitiduſque juventa, 
Lubrica convolvit ſublato pectore terga 
Arduus ad ſolem 

Virg. An. lib. ii. 471. 


Extent: 


Bifhop-Stortford Schoot Feat. | 9 


Extent: That they have ſhaken off the 
Shackles of Papal Uſurpation; and that the 
genuine Doctrines of Chriſtianity are now 
taught, and eftabliſhed in this Kingdom. 

| And thadienn hag fe — the Im- 
provement of the Underſtanding. But what 
is of ſtill higher Importance and "heir choiceſt 
Qualification, they have a ftrong Influence 
over the Morals of their Admirers, and in- 
cline them powerfully to Virtue. 

I am aware of the vulgar Prejudice againſt 
the Manners of learned Men : Which is fre- 
quently ſo ſtrong, that the modern Pretend- 
ers to Politeneſs amongſt us, ſhall have as 
great an Averſion to the Name of a Scholar, 
and as little Right to it, as the Turks, who 
reckon it one of the worſt Reproaches, and 
are one of the moſt barbarous and illiterate 
Nations upon Earth. But we mult not judge 
of theſe Matters by the fantaſtic Rules of 
ſhifting Faſhion, — the ſteddy Laws of 
Nature and Truth: and upon theſ: Princi- 
ples we ſhall find remarkable Proofs of the 
Refinement and Poliſh of Letters in almoſt 
all the great Maſters of them. And there is 
this plain Account to be given of it; that 

B they 
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they not only ſoften and humanize the 
Roughneſs and Impetuoſity of Mens Paſ- 
ſions, but correct their Notions of Things, 
and teach them what it is that Reaſon re- 
quires, and they ought to comply with. But 
ſhould it appear otherwiſe in ſome few In- 
ſtances, the only proper Inference from them 
would be, that Learning, like every great 
Bleſſing, is expoſed to great Dangers, and 
requires our utmoſt Diligence to guard it 
againſt them. For it is not to be expected, 
that a cultivated Taſte for Science ſhould ex- 
tinguiſh the Paſſions ; but it is a Man's own 
Fault, if it does not improve the tender, 
and agreeable; and render him incapable of 
the more violent, and boiſterous. 

One Thing however is certain, and that 
very material, that there is in general little 
Room to object to the Honeſty of Men of 
Letters, which is the grand Criterion of hu- 
man Conduct. It has been obſerved © that 
it rarely, very rarely, happens that a Man of 
Learning is not at leaſt an honeſt Man, what- 
ever Frailties may attend him ;” and I be- 
lieve that, upon a fair Compariſon of the Li- 
terate and Illiterate Parts of Mankind, there 

4 | will 


{ 
; 
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will appear a great Majority both of Lovers 
and Followers of Honeſty and Virtue, amongſt 
the Former, notwithſtanding the ſuperior 
Numbers of the Latter. 

And one Reaſon for it ſeems to be, that 
Virtue is finely delineated in the Works of juſt 
and uſeful Writers; and good Pictures muſt 
have great Force, where the Original is ſo 
irreſiſtible. Was there ſuch plenty of Virtue 
in real Life, that a Man might meet with it 
whatever Way he turns himſelf, there might 
not perhaps be much Need of recurring to 
Books for Copies of it; as living Objects al- 
ways act more powerfully than the beſt Re- 
preſentations of them can do. But perfect 
Notions of Virtue are not to be gained mere- 
ly from looking about us amidſt the Hurry, 
and Buſineſs, and claſhing Intereſts of Life: 
Whereas in Books we often find her faithfully 
deſcribed, moſt beautiful, and moſt engaging. 
And hence ariſes that more delicate Senſibi- 
lity of all real Decencies, and Duties in Men 
of Letters. For it is evident, that the com- 
mon Tenderneſs, or Diſpoſition of the Mind 
to receive the Impreſſions of Virtue, may be 
much heightened, or diminiſhed, according 

| B 2 as 
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as it is treated; and ſuch Perſons have more 
frequent Opportunities of improving that Diſ- 
poſition, and of raifing to their due Height 
all generous Affections in their breaſts, than 
thoſe who are engaged in the more trouble- 
ſome Scenes of Life : The direct Conſequence 
of which is a more vigilant and ſteddy 
Practice of it: For it is in ſome Reſpects with 
moral, as with natural Powers; and ſuperior 
Deſires in the Mind, tho' ſubject to the con- 
troul of Reaſon, generally move it in their 
own Direction with an Alacrity and Vigor 
proportionate to their own Strength. The 
regular Reſult therefore of much Progreſs 
and Advancement in this Study is a conſtant, 
and oftentimes very powerful, Tendency to 
moral Rectitude. | | . 
And this Tendency is continually ſtrength- 
ened and augmented by the immediate In- 
fluence of every juſt Thought, or Precept we 
meet with. . 

Solomon compares the Word of the Wiſe 
to Mails and Goads: And as, like the Firſt, 
they faſten Truth upon the Underſtanding, 
and join together the wandering Affections, 


1 Ecclef. xii. 11. 


and 
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and fix them inſeparably upon Virtue ; ſo, 
like the Latter, they ſtimulate and provoke 
Men to the Practice of it. It is indeed very 
wonderful to obſerve the ſudden, and preat 
Effects, in this Way, of proper Sentiments 
well-expreſied : No ſooner are they preſented, 
than the Reader, like the fabled Pythia, feels 
their Approach, and is fired with a ® Zeal 
for their correſponding Virtues. The Story 
of Tyrieus and the Lacedemonians is by no 
Means a ſingular one; nor are Courage and 
Heroiſm only to be raiſed in this Man- 
ner, but every Paſſion of the human Heart. 
And what leſs can be the Fruit of ſuch Im- 
provements as theſe than Greatneſs, Honor, 
and Happineſs ? Men thus inſtructed, and 
thus formed to Virtue, will be able to run 
much farther in the Field of Glory, and to 
perform more valuable Services for them- 
ſelves, their Friends, and Country, than the 


reſt of the World. 


Orot ent Tis v de, HeyanoPvins eis reg Tov Cu- 
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For Knowledge and Virtue are both of 
them neceſſary to Greatneſs. Without Abi- 
lities the beſt Intentions avail but little: And 
tho Men of diſhoneſt Principles may poſſibly 
all before them for a while, and be the 
Objects of vulgar Admiration and Applaule, 
yet theirs is but a ſhort lived Flame, which 
muſt ſoon expire, All real Benefits either to 
Societies, or Individuals, muſt ariſe from an 
Agreement of Politics and Meaſures, with 
the Policy and Laws of Nature, d from 
an Oppoſition to them : And the moſt crafty 
Machiavel upon Earth cannot change Na- 
ture, tho he may diſguiſe her outward Ap- 
ce; but ſhe will ſtill return upon him; 
and Virtue will be moſt beneficial in the End. 
Beſides there is a conſtant Attention, and 
a vigorous Energy of Soul, and lofty Con- 
ceptions neceſſary to raiſe a Man to any ſupe- 
rior Degree of Excellence; whereas Vice al- 
ways hangs like a heavy Clog upon the Mind, 
retarding its Progreſs, and, by enſlaving its 
Thoughts and Affections, takes away more 
than Half their Strength, and Vigor. It is 


* *Hprov ye 7 ageννν,ẽHOf-roa,Hͤ̈j dane . 


Hom. Od. P. 322. 
a received 
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a received Maxim amongſt the beſt Judges, 
that the lofty Faculties of the Soul decline, 
and waſte away, when vitious Appetites 
« are indulged.” An experienced Writer 
ſpeaking only of the Requiſites for a good 
Orator, ſays, that jt is not only expedient for 
him to be a good Man, but that it is im- 

« poſlible for him to be an Orator unleſs he 
* 15 a good Man;“ and he aſſigns this Rea- 
ſon for it.“ becauſe the Mind cannot have 
«© Leiſure for that Study, unleſs it be diſen- 
« gaged from all Manner of Vice: Which 
Obſervation holds equally true in every other 
Purſuit. Without Virtue therefore, as well 
as Knowledge, no Perſon can be truly great : 
And you have ſeen the Power of Literature in 
each of theſe Reſpects. 

But in regard to Individuals it 0 this 
farther Advantage, that it lays the Founda- 
tions of inward Peace and Security, and fur- 
niſhes the choiceſt mental Entertainment. A 
Circumſtance by no Means trifling, or incon- 


* Obivav 8 faraha faite ha. T& Lyme ptyitny % ane 71 
rech a, e T Ove tavia puter novirla txbavuatoury, Long. 


Sect. 44. 
P Quintil, Inſtit. I. xii. c. f. 


ſiderable! 
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fiderable ! For tho' it be impoſſible to have 
our Happineſs in this Life entirely diſtinct 
from, and independent of all external Things, 
as ſome of the old Philoſophers boaſted ; yet 
every ſerious thinking Man will ſet the high- 
eſt Value upon, and ſeek moſt after ſuch 
jects as are moſt within his reach, and 
moſt ſubject to his own Government: And 
this cannot be better attained than by the 

Help of this Study. . 
And thus I have laid before you a very im- 
Draught, of a few only, of the many 
valuable Benefits of polite Letters; but ſuffi- 
cient, J hope, to vindicate the cloſeſt Appli- 
cation to them. Was it ſolely for the Plea- 
ſure which they yield, it might perhaps be 
deemed a Luxury, to ſpend much Time 
about them; tho it would certainly be a 
Luxury moſt delicious, and therefore leſs 
blameable: But the Reaſonableneſs of it is 
unqueſtionable, when we confider them as 
the grand Repoſitories of Knowledge, as the 
ſacred Aſylums of Religion and Virtue, and 
the ſureſt Guides to Greatneſs, Liberty, and 
Life. And theſe, I preſume, are the Grounds 
of that excellent Method of Education fo 
long 
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long practiſed, and with ſo much Succeſs, in 
this learned Seminary: Conſcious of their 
happy Influence, the moſt judicious Maſters 
of Inſtruction have held thoſe living Monu- 


ments of Antiquity, more particularly of 


Greece and Rome, in the higheſt Veneration, 
and have thought themſelves religiouſly bound 
to make their Scholars intimate and familiar 
with them. 

But it is Time to give a Turn to this Diſ- 
courſe, and to apply the Precept of my Text 
to the Youth here preſent. 


And here, I am perſuaded, much need 
not be ſaid; as with ingenuous Perſons the 


bare Fitneſs of any Duty is a ſufficient Re- 
commendation of it; and as in this Inflance 
there are ſo many additional Motives for un- 
dertaking it. But I muſt beg Leave to te- 

mind you of the Suitableneſs of the prefent 
Seaſon for this Work, and of thoſe golden 
Opportunities of taking hold of Inſtruction, 


which now offer themſelves, and which you 


ought by all Means to embrace. 

Nov is your Time to labor in the Purſuit 
of Knowledge, and to ſucceed. Your Minds 
are now tender, and eaſily wrought upon, 


and their Faculties lively, and fit for uſe; but, 
C like 
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like the Muſcles of your Bodies, they will 
ſoon grow ſtiff and hard, it denied their pro- 
per Exerciſe. You hav&Mthing of the leaſt 
Importance to draw oft your Attention, and 
interrupt your Enquiries : But Time will bring 
many Cares and Concerns upon you; and 
the Difficulties, which naturally attend the 
firſt Rudiments of Learning, will then be 
much more irkſome and tedious: So that 
, you have gathered nothing in your Youth, 
& can you find any Thing in yaur old Age? 

Beſides, when riper Years approach, you 
will be entered into your reſpective Stations, 
and your Abilities put to the Trial: and con- 
ſider only, what a figure a Man muſt make, 
if he have then to lay the Foundations of his 
Building, when he ought to finiſh the Super- 
ſtructure. The famous Socrates deſcribes an 
ignorant Man (who had miſſed his Opportuni- 
ties of acquiring Knowledge, and yet pre- 
ſumed to inſtruct others) as addreſſing his 
Countrymen in this Manner, *I have never 
« learned any Thing of any Body, O Athe- 
ce gians | Nevertheleſs whatever comes upper- 
6 moſt, and of its own Accord into my Mind, 
a” will adviſe you with it: and yet ridicu- 


9 Fcclus, xxiii, 3. Aen. Memb. l. iv. c. 2. par. 4. 
lous 
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lous as this may appear, it is in fa& the Caſe 
with every Perſon, who, having neglected to 
qualify himſelf for it, undertakes any Employ- 
ment. All Delays therefore are fooliſh and 
dangerous. Indeed could you arreſt Time in 
the midſt of his Career, and ſtrike off the nim- 
ble Wheels of his Chariot; or could you, like 
Joſbua, bid the Sun ſtand ſtill, while you. 
purſue your youthful 8 ſomething 
might be ſaid in their Excuſe; but that can- 
not be: You ſhould therefore gratify your Ap- 
petite for Learning now in its proper Seaſon. 

And when in the Courſe of your Studies, you 
feel the Fires of Virtue kindling in your 
Breaſts, be watchful to fan the heavenly Flame: 

When the Words of the Wile, /ike Goads, ſpur 
you up to Goodneſs and Glory, cheriſh the 
juſt Emotions, and indulge honeſt Sentiments. 
Remember that Virtue is the chief and prin- 
pal Thing, and that * God giveth to a Man that 
is good in his Sight, Wiſdom, and Knowledge, 
and Toy. 

And here let me congratulate you _ 
another great Advantage, your happy Situa- 
tion in this antient School of Literature, un- 
der the Care of ſo ſkilful a Maſter ; a School 
long-tried, and honored by the diſtinguiſned 
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26 A Sermon preached at, &c. 
Abilities of its: Scholars, and a Maſter well- 
qualified to light and guide your Steps in. _e 
Paths. of-Knowledge and Virtue! 
Under ſuch Citentiſtiripes. what may not 
nou Friends, and all the Friends of Science, 
hope for from you? Go on therefore, and fulfil 
their « warmeſt Wiſhes : Purſue. the Plan that 
is laid before you; and obey "them that have 
the Rule over you, and adonif you, "efteem- 
ing them very highly in Love for their Works 
ſake. But above all Things prefer your Pray- 
ers to God for his Bleſſing upon your Endea- 
vors, without which you can never ſuccecd. 
For tho an AriPorle were your Maſter, and a 
Lyceum your School, yea tho a Paul were 70 
Plant, and an Apollos ro Nen, yet there could 
be no ee nor Virtue in you without 
God; it is God that giveth the Increaſe. Say 
therefore with Solomer in all Humility to God, 
give thy Servants underſtanding Hearts ! And 
may God of his infinite Mere he pleaſed to 
grant your Requeſts; may he give you. 
dom and Underſtanding exceeding much, and 
Largeneſs of Heart, whois in himſelf all Wiſ 
dom, and Underſtanding, e at erfection! 
To whom, SGS. os 448 5 
«fa —_. * iii. 0 1 Rin 
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